Appl. No. 10/620,478 

Amdt. Dated August 18, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of March 18, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-8 (canceled): 

Claim 9 (currently amended): Th e d e vice according to claim 1 A putting training 
device comprising: 

a first member formed of a flexible material adapted to lie on the ground 
having expressed thereon indicia positioned to visually represent predetermined 
backswing length information for a plurality of putting distances, said first 
member permitting a golf putter to freely pass above or alongside said indicia 
during a putting stroke, and wherein said first member further includes a notch 
along an edge sized to receive a golf bal l wherein said indicia are determined 
through the application of a standard, measurable putting stroke to propel a golf 
ball toward a golf hole over a putting surface that has virtually substantially no 
side/side or up/down green breaks or slopes at a predetermined green speed. 

Claims 10-15 (canceled): 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The device according to claim ± 9 further 
comprising: 

a second member rotatably connected to said first member permitting said 
members to rotate on a horizontal plane in relation to each other, said second 
member indicating a direct path between said device and a putting target while 
said first member is simultaneously aligned at an angle relative to said direct path 
to account for an estimated break in a putting surface, wherein said angle is 
determined in accordance with the formula Arc Tan = Y + D in accordance with 
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the formula L 2 = D 2 + Y 2 , where L, D and Y comprise three legs of a right 
triangle on the putting surface, D is the distance on the ground from the center of 
a specified golf ball to the center of a specified golf hole plus any additional 
distance between the center of the golf ball and the pivot point on the invention, Y 
is the putting break magnitude, which is the distance on the ground from the 
center of the golf hole to a specified point to the left or right of the center of the 
golf hole for a particular green break, and L is the distance on the ground from the 
pivot point on the invention to the specified point. 

Claim 17 (original): The device according to claim 16 further comprising: 

third indicia on said second member representing a range of putting break 

magnitudes for a plurality of putting distances; and 

indicators on said first member to allow the user to rotate said first 

member to an appropriate angle, relative to said direct path, by reference to said 

third indicia. 

Claim 18 (original): The device according to claim 17 further comprising an 
opening in said first member positioned such that the relevant third indicium on 
said second member is displayed in said opening. 

Claim 19 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said indicating 
means show how much the path of the putting stroke will deviate from a straight 
line between said device and a putting target. 

Claim 20 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said indicating 
means is a plurality of openings in said first member. 
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Claim 21 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said indicating 
means is a line on a transparent portion of said first member. 

Claim 22 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said indicating 
means is an extension from said first member. 

Claim 23 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said third indicia 
are numerals disposed in semi-circular bands. 

Claim 24 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said third indicia 
are expressed as angles of deviation from said direct path. 

Claim 25 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said third indicia 
show a suggested putting direction angle adjustment of between five and six 
degrees for a putting distance of ten feet adjusted for an estimated one foot break 
on a putting surface. 

Claim 26 (original): The device according to claim 17 wherein said third indicia 
show a suggested putting direction angle adjustment of between two degrees and 
three degrees for a putting distance of twenty feet adjusted for an estimated one 
foot break on a putting surface. 

Claim 27 (original): A golf putting training device comprising: 

a first member visually indicating a direct path between said device and a 

putting target when said device rests on a putting surface; 

a second member rotatably connected to said first member and sized to 

permit a golf putter to freely pass over said second member during a putting 

stroke and having means to visually indicate the direction of a putt; and 
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indicia to numerically show a magnitude of a break, when said first 
member is aligned with a putting target and said second member is aligned with 
an estimated break in a putting surface. 

Claim 28 (original): A golf putting training device comprising: 

a first member formed of a flexible material adapted to lie on the ground 
having indicia thereon representing predetermined putting direction angle 
adjustments for a plurality of putting distances and a plurality of breaks on a 
putting surface; 

a second member indicating the direction of the putt, said second member 
being rotatably mounted to said first member, and said second member being 
positionable for a user to simultaneously view said indicia on the first member 
and said second member; and 

said device being sized to permit a golf putter to freely pass above or 
alongside said first member and second member during a putting stroke. 

Claim 29 (original): The device according to claim 28, wherein said 
predetermined putting direction angle adjustments are determined in accordance 
with the formula Arc Tan = Y - D in accordance with the formula L 2 = D 2 + Y 2 , 
where L, D and Y comprise three legs of a right triangle on the putting surface, D 
is the distance on the ground from the center of a specified golf ball to the center 
of a specified golf hole plus any additional distance between the center of the golf 
ball and the pivot point on the invention, Y is the putting break magnitude, which 
is the distance on the ground from the center of the golf hole to a specified point 
to the left or right of the center of the golf hole for a particular green break, and L 
is the distance on the ground from the pivot point on the invention to the specified 
point. 
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Claim 30 (original): The device according to claim 28 wherein said second 
member is further housed in a third member and said second member may be 
extended and retracted 

Claim 3 1 (original): The device according to claim 28 wherein said second 
member has expressed thereon indicia representing predetermined backswing 
distances for a plurality of putting distances. 

Claim 32 (original): The device according to claim 28 wherein said second 
member is transparent. 

Claim 33 (original): The device according to claim 28 wherein said second 
member is a flat panel. 

Claim 34 (original): The device according to claim 28 wherein said second 
member is a rod. 

Claim 35 (original): The device according to claim 28 wherein said second 
member is a tape. 

Claim 36 (canceled): 

Claim 37 (original): A method for practicing putting to compensate for breaks in 
a putting surface, comprising the steps of: 

estimating the magnitude of a break angle for a particular distance from a 
putting target; 

positioning a visual guide behind a golf ball in relation to a putting target, 
said guide being sized to permit a golf putter to pass over or alongside said guide 
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during the putting stroke, having a first indicator to indicate a direct path between 
a golf ball and a putting target, a second indicator to indicate the path of the 
putting stroke, and a third indicator to indicate the magnitude of the deviation 
between said direct path and said putting stroke path; 

aligning said first indicator with said putting target; 

aligning said second indicator in accordance with the estimated angle of 
the break, as indicated by said third indicator; and 

putting said golf ball along the path indicated by said second indicator, 

whereby the user can practice adjusting for breaks in the putting surface 
and improve through standardized trial and error his or her ability to estimate 
break magnitudes. 

Claim 38 (original): The method according to claim 37, wherein said angle is 
determined in accordance with the formula Arc Tan = Y + D in accordance with 
the formula L 2 = D 2 + Y 2 , where L, D and Y comprise three legs of a right 
triangle on the putting surface, where D is the distance on the ground from the 
center of a specified golf ball to the center of a specified golf hole plus any 
additional distance between the center of the golf ball and the pivot point on the 
invention, Y is the putting break magnitude, which is the distance on the ground 
from the center of the golf hole to a specified point to the left or right of the center 
of the golf hole for a particular green break, and L is the distance on the ground 
from the pivot point on the invention to the specified point 

Claim 39 (canceled): 

Claim 40 (currently amended): Th e m e thod according to claim 39, A method for 
practicing putting to compensate for breaks in a putting surface, comprising the 
steps of: 
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providing predetermined information correlating the putting direction 
angle adjustment for a plurality of putting distances and a plurality of putting 
surface breaks; 

providing a structure having visual indicators spaced to correspond to said 
information; 

a pplying the applicable estimated putting surface break and distance to the 
putting target to said predetermined information and said structure; and 

positioning said structure in proximity to a chosen putting stroke path such 
that during the putting stroke, the golfer can perceive the proper putting direction 
angle adjustment and can alter the putting direction in accordance with the 
a pproximate information, wherein said angle adjustment is determined in 
accordance with the formula Arc Tan = Y + D in accordance with the formula L 2 
= D 2 + Y 2 , where L, D and Y comprise three legs of a right triangle on the putting 
surface, where D is the distance on the ground from the center of a specified golf 
ball to the center of a specified golf hole plus any additional distance between the 
center of the golf ball and the pivot point on the invention, Y is the putting break 
magnitude, which is the distance on the ground from the center of the golf hole to 
a specified point to the left or right of the center of the golf hole for a particular 
green break, and L is the distance on the ground from the pivot point on the 
invention to the specified pointy 

whereby the golfer can practice putting to adjust for perceived breaks in 
the putting surface and improve through standardized trial and error his or her 
ability to estimate break magnitudes. 



8 



